“Remembering the Alamo: Landmarks of American History”
Intellectual Rationale and Project description
The Community College Humanities Association will sponsor two one-week workshops for 50 community college faculty at the Alamo, a dramatic site symbolic of courage, self-sacrifice and a monument to American expansionism of the mid-nineteenth century.  Each seven-day workshop (June 17 – July 23 and June 24 – July 30, 2007) will be devoted to new scholarship centered on the Alamo:  the history, the material culture, the literature, and the symbolic importance of the struggle for personal and political independence. The workshops will feature five prominent visiting scholars who will address the topics of Spanish expansionism and settlement; American expansionism and rugged individualism; the Texas Revolution and its implications for American history; mid-19th American social and political issues, including slavery, and the role of women on the frontier; the historical significance of architecture and preservation efforts; and the representations of the Alamo in popular culture.  Community college faculty will be provided with the opportunity to conduct systematic, guided research using the documents housed in the Alamo collection and the University of Texas-Institute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio, and to develop curriculum and teaching materials for infusion into existing courses.
One of the most enduring images of both American and Texas history is the façade of the former Spanish mission known as the Alamo.  The site of a 13-day siege culminating in a final assault in which some 189 defenders were overwhelmed by a force outnumbering them some 10 to 1, the Alamo has become the symbol of heroic courage, self-sacrifice, and a monument to righteous revolution.  To Texans it rivals Bunker Hill in historical significance, and to all Americans is it a symbol of the struggle for personal and political independence.  Alamo commander William Travis immortalized the building and its defenders with his final communiqué for help in February of 1836, appealing “To the People of Texas & all Americans in the world . . . I shall never surrender or retreat.  . . . If this call is neglected, I am determined to sustain myself as long as possible & die like a soldier who never forgets what is due to his own honor & that of his country – “Victory or Death.”  In two week-long summer workshops sponsored by the Community College Humanities Association, community college faculty teaching in humanities disciplines will explore the physical, historical, and symbolic features of the Alamo in the context of the new scholarship.
In 1718 the Alamo began its life as a small mission complex named Mission San Antonio de Valero located on the west side of the San Antonio River.  From 1719 to 1724 the mission moved several times until it reached its final site.  In 1793 the mission was secularized and became a Spanish military outpost in 1803.  In 1806 portions of the mission buildings were used as a military hospital.  For the next thirty years the mission buildings served sometimes as military post and sometimes as civilian governmental buildings.  
From October to December,1835, Stephen F. Austin and the untrained Texas militia laid siege to the city, and the Alamo became the refuge for San Antonio’s Mexican defenders under General Cos.  On December 10 the Mexican army surrendered and agreed to withdraw from the city and all of Texas.  On February 3, 1836, William B. Travis and a small force moved into to the Alamo to defend the city from a possible Mexican return, thereby setting the scene for what has become known as “the battle of the Alamo.” 
In the years following the Texas revolution, the Alamo site has endured several reversals of fortune.  After the annexation of Texas in 1846, the United States Army renovated the site and used it for a quartermaster and commissary depot.  In 1861 the site became a military out post for the Confederate army, only to be replaced by the US army in 1865 at the end of the civil war.  In 1879 the property was sold to the State of Texas and a charter for an Alamo monument association was issued.  Not until 1893 did the Alamo preservation get serious help with pressure from the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT).  In 1905 the Texas legislature appropriated money for the purchase of the property with the proviso that the DRT assume responsibility for the site.  The struggles over historic preservation, ownership disputes, and controversy over building use and development of the surrounding land continued well into the twentieth century, and it was only in 1960 that the Alamo was designated a National Historic Landmark.
Western historians have long valued the significance of the Alamo and its place in both Texas history and the history of American western expansion, but the landmark and the issues it represents have farther reaching implications that faculty workshops on the Alamo grounds will explore.  Faculty from a variety of disciplines will have the opportunity to examine issues, and develop curriculum from one of five central themes:  
1. Spanish exploration and settlements – The Alamo began its existence as a symbol of Spanish religious and political expansion into the area.  Faculty workshop participants will have the opportunity to probe the issues of Spanish colonial expansion and the development of a Texan-Mexican culture.   
2. American expansion and the role of individualism in the formation of the American character -- With its transformation from Catholic mission church to military “last-stand,” the Alamo site offers faculty a unique opportunity to explore not only the events of the battle, but the aftermath and the far reaching political and historical implications in terms of American individualism and American expansionism of the mid-19th century.  

3. Social issues of the 19th century and frontier cross-cultural conflict -- By examining the Alamo defenders and other individuals involved in the Texas revolution, faculty will explore major elements of western social and political history.
4. Frontier architecture and the importance of historical preservation – The story of the Alamo’s preservation in the 20th century is as compelling as the story of its fall in the battle of 1836.  Faculty and preservation scholars will study the importance of saving historical sites for the education of future generations.  With this understanding, faculty will be able to weave historical preservation and civic responsibility more concretely into classroom scholarship.
5. The Alamo in popular culture and the use of historical events as subjects for popular media – Often today’s student learns historical lessons from Hollywood or television instead of from primary historical sources.  This fact is very evident in how literature, modern film, and television treat the events of the battle for the Alamo.  Faculty will have the chance to work with Alamo scholars, expert in the relationship between historical content and modern media.  
Using one or more of these main themes, and working with renowned scholars, community college faculty attending these workshops will be able to develop course modules that can enable their students to make meaningful connections and deepen their understanding of the past.  The visiting faculty senior scholars for the week include:
Dr. Frank J. De la Teja, Texas State University – San Marcos
Topic:  Remembering the Alamo, Spanish exploration and settlements – the early history of the Alamo with special emphasis on the issues to the beginning of the Texas Revolution.  
Sample Reading:  “The Colonization and Independence of Texas: A Tejano Perspective,” in Myths, Misdeeds, and Misunderstandings: The Roots of Conflict in United States-Mexico Relations, eds. Jaime E. Rodríguez O. and Kathryn Vincent. Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources.
Dr. H.W. Brands, University Professor, University of Texas at Austin
Topic:  “To the People of Texas & all Americans in the world. . .” American western expansion and rugged individualism played out in the Battle of the Alamo.  

Sample Reading: selections from Lone Star Nation: How a Ragged Army of Volunteers Won the Battle for Texas Independence—and Changed America. Doubleday, 2004.

Dr. Paula M. Marks, St Edwards University, Austin
Topic:  American Social issues of the 19th century and reality of living on the frontier.

Sample Reading: “The Black Texans and Slavery in Revolution and War,” 238+, The Texas Revolutionary Experience: A Political And Social History, 1835-1836, by Paul D. Lack.  College Station: Texas A&M University Press, c1992.  Selections from Turn Your Eyes Toward Texas: Pioneers Sam and Mary Maverick. College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1989.  
Dr. Stephen Hardin, Victoria College

Topic:  John Wayne’s Alamo - Popular history versus scholarly history, and using historical events as subjects for popular media.  

Sample Reading: Selections from Cowboys and Cadillacs:  How Hollywood Looks at Texas, by Don Graham.  Austin:  Texas Monthly Press, 1983, pp.41-53, and selections from The Alamo:  A Cultural History, by Frank Thompson, Dallas:  Taylor Trade Publishers, 2001, pp. 142-188.

Dr. Bruce Winders, Curator and Historian, the Alamo
Topic:  Who Owns History? -- Architecture and the importance of historical preservation- the Alamo a case study.  

Sample Reading:  Selections from Sacrificed at the Alamo: Tragedy and Triumph in the Texas Revolution. Abilene: State House Press, 2004.

Participants will be able to conduct research in the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library, where they can access the primary documents and key research materials such as:
· the Alamo files , and the Battle of the Alamo files which contain detailed contemporary eye-witness accounts of the battle and the after math; 
· family collections of descendants of the Alamo defenders such as the M.L. Crimmins Collection, Adina De Zavala Collection, and the H. A. Alsbury files;
Additional document collections are available to participants from the library at the Institute of Texan Cultures located three blocks from the Alamo site.  These include archeological investigation material about the Alamo:  

· Excavations at the Alamo (41BX6) 1995 "Alamo Well" project : final report submitted to the Texas Antiquities Commission / Thomas H. Guderjan, principal investigator

Cross-cultural accounts relevant to mid-nineteenth century Texas: 

· The Narrative of the Texan Santa Fe expedition comprising a description of a tour through Texas and across the great southwestern prairies : the Camanche and Caygua hunting-grounds, with an account of the sufferings from want of food, losses from hostile Indians, and final capture of the Texans and their march, as prisoners, to the city of Mexico / With illustrations and a map, by Geo. Wilkins Kendall

· Almonte's Texas : Juan N. Almonte's 1834 inspection, secret report & role in the 1836 campaign / edited by Jack Jackson ; translated by John Wheat.

In addition to the primary sources housed in San Antonio locations, faculty will be able to access sources from the Center for American History, UT Austin, the Texas State Archives and the University of Texas Archives, Austin, Texas as well as their online sources.  Visiting scholars will offer suggestions for additional sources with each presentation.  A Reader will be prepared for each participant and presented to them at the beginning of the workshop.  The Reader will contain both primary and secondary materials selected by the workshop faculty and organized thematically and will be a resourced valuable both during the workshop and after as faculty prepare and teach their new units in existing or new courses.

Each faculty participant will be required to complete a curriculum project, which must be used in at least one course in the following academic year.  This classroom project must be shared with colleagues in a faculty development session when participants return to their schools.  Participants will be able to share their curriculum projects as they develop them with each other workshop participants on reserved space on the CCHA web site.  Selected finished projects will be posted on the CCHA web site, with links to participant’s college home page.  In addition to the classroom project, each participant will compile a bibliography of sources focused on one or more of the workshop themes, which can be shared on the CCHA and linked to home college web sites.  Faculty participants will receive a certificate of completion at the end of the workshop. 
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