 December, 2006

Dear Colleague:

Thank you for your interest in our “Remembering the Alamo:  An American Landmark” faculty workshop. This letter from Carole Lester, the project director, along with co-facilitator and faculty mentor Karen Marcotte, welcomes you to apply to be part of an exciting week-long workshop devoted to the new scholarship on the Alamo and related topics, as well as strengthening your teaching skills and developing classroom materials that can be shared with other community college faculty.  Appended to this letter you will find application information.  

We are excited to be able to offer you the opportunity join other community college faculty for a one-week workshop at The Alamo, in San Antonio, Texas, a dramatic site symbolic of courage, self-sacrifice, and a monument to American expansionism of the mid-nineteenth century.  During the week you will be able to develop classroom teaching activities based on individual inter-disciplinary research conducted in the Library Archives of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, San Antonio Public Library, University of Texas Center for American History , and the Institute of Texan Cultures, while working in seminars with five nationally recognized Texas scholars.  

A collaboration between the Community College Humanities Association (CCHA) and The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, supported by funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the two “Remember the Alamo” workshops will enable fifty (50) community college faculty members, selected nationally, to undertake intensive study and individual classroom teaching projects at The Alamo.  Each of you will be able to share the new teaching modules for existing classes developed as a result of the workshops in classes taught at your colleges during the following academic year.  In addition your college will be able to make the teaching modules available to other community college faculty by posting them on your college web site.  In addition, five faculty participants will be invited to present their teaching modules in a concurrent session at the CCHA national conference in the fall of 2007.

The workshops will be directed by Carole N. Lester, Ph.D., Dean of Instruction, Academic Enrichment, and Professor of History and Humanities at Richland College (Dallas County Community College District) in Dallas, Texas.   In addition to administrative duties, Dr. Lester teaches American history and humanities at Richland College and for several years taught Texas History at the University of Texas at Dallas.  She was the Richland College project director for two CCHA sponsored, National Endowment for the Humanities grant funded projects, "Advancing Humanities through Technology" and "Faces of America.” She directed the 2005 highly successful “Remembering the Alamo” workshops.  Karen D. Marcotte, Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies, History and Humanities, Palo Alto College, San Antonio, Texas will serve as co-facilitator and faculty mentor for the project, a position she held in 2005.

Workshop Topic 

As part of its We the People initiative, emphasizing the exploration of significant themes and events in American history and culture, each seven-day workshop (June 17 – June 23 and June 24 – June 30, 2007) will be devoted to the scholarship centered on The Alamo, the history, the material culture, the literature, and the symbolic importance of the struggle for personal and political independence.  The three main goals of the workshop are:

· To provide experience for community college faculty in the use and interpretation of historic sites and the material resources and archival documents of U.S. history;

· To increase knowledge and appreciation of places significant to American history; and

To encourage historical sites to develop greater capacity and scale for professional development programs.

The workshops will feature five prominent visiting scholars who will address the main topics of the workshop:

Dr.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jesus F. De La Teja, from Texas State University-San Marcos, will discuss the Spanish expansionism and settlement and the “Mexican side” of the Texas revolution.

Dr. H.W. Brands, Dickson Allen Anderson Centennial Professor of History

University of Texas at Austin, will ask us to consider the part Texas American expansionism and rugged individualism played in the Texas Revolution and its implications for American history; 

Dr. Paula Mitchell Marks, professor of American Studies at St Edwards University, Austin, Texas, will help participants discover what life was like for women, minorities and children on the 19th century Texas frontier.

Dr. Richard Bruce Winders, Historian and Curator, The Alamo, San Antonio, Texas will help participants understand the historical significance of architecture and the difficulty of preservation efforts. 

Dr. Stephen L. Hardin, professor of history at The Victoria College in Victoria, Texas, and consultant to the most recent feature film about the Alamo, will examine the representations of the Alamo in popular culture.  

Working with these renowned scholars, you will be able to conduct systematic guided research and use your results to develop course modules that will enable your students to deepen their understanding of the past, while making meaningful connections to the present.  

Eligibility and Selection 

Applications are welcome from all currently employed full-time humanities faculty and part-time or adjunct humanities faculty at American community colleges. Participation is limited to faculty teaching in community colleges in the United States. An applicant need not have an advanced degree in order to quality.  Candidates for degrees are only eligible to apply if they are employed by an institution other than the one at which they are degree candidates and if their participation is intended to enhance their teaching of American undergraduates.  Applicants must be United Stated citizens, residents of U.S. jurisdictions, or foreign nationals who have been residing in the United States or its territories for at least three years immediately preceding the application deadline.  Faculty are eligible to apply from the disciplines of literature, history, philosophy, foreign languages, humanities, religion, anthropology and sociology, political science, urban studies, art and architecture, speech and theater, music and dance, and other disciplines taught from a humanities perspective. Individuals with an established interest in the topic and those wishing to develop or expand existing interests in new or interdisciplinary directions are welcome to apply.  Please note: past or present participation in the NEH Summer Seminars and Institutes program does not affect an individual’s eligibility to participate in Landmarks programs. Participants may apply for, and participate in, no more than two projects, providing that the dates do not overlap. 

Participants will be selected on the basis of their statement of purpose and explanation of an individual research and pedagogy project, and their potential contributions to the Workshop and to furthering scholarship, curriculum development and teaching on the topics examined.  Programs funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age. 

Stipend and Commitment 

In return for full participation in all sessions of the workshop, each participant will receive a stipend of $500.00 to help cover living expenses, books, and travel expenses to and from San Antonio, Texas. Recommendations for lodging near The Alamo will be provided.  Travel supplements (especially for those traveling long distances) will be available and will be allocated after participants have submitted reimbursement requests following successful completion of the workshop. 

Each week-long workshop can accommodate a maximum of 25 faculty. 

The workshop dates are:

Sunday through Saturday, June 17-23, 2007
Sunday through Saturday, June 24 –June 30, 2007
Selected participants will arrange individual transportation to San Antonio, Texas to ensure attendance for all scheduled sessions. Workshop packets will contain housing information, seminar location information and suggestions on San Antonio restaurants, museums, and local transportation.   

Application Procedure 

The workshop is intended to function as a stimulus to individual research, publication, and course and curriculum development. Begin your application by completing the on-line COVER SHEET at the NEH website at www.neh.gov/online/education/participants .  Once you have completed the Cover Sheet, prepare your hard copy application, beginning with your application essay. In your application essay, you should identify an area or topic of personal research addressing interest in The Alamo, and its historical and intellectual importance to American history and culture.  The application essay should also address the pedagogical impact of classroom activities you will develop in the workshop. Visiting scholars and the professional staff of the Alamo will help you as you use of its archives and other manuscript collections.  Attach a resume to your printed cover sheet and application essay.  Finally, ask one professional colleague (a department chair/division head or colleague) to write a letter of recommendation for you.  Ask the referee to sign his/her name across the seal on the back of the envelope containing the letter, and enclose the letter with your application.

Please follow the guidelines in the enclosed “Application Information and Instructions” document, and remember that THREE hard copies of your application must be postmarked on or before March 15, 2007, and should be sent to our project manager at the following address: 

David A. Berry, Project Manager, “The Alamo” 

Community College Humanities Association 

Essex County College 

303 University Avenue 

Newark, NJ 07102-1798 

We wish you all the best and look forward to receiving your application. If you have additional questions, please contact David A. Berry at berry@essex.edu or call (973) 877-3577, or contact the project director at the address below. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Carole N. Lester, “Remembering the Alamo,” Project Director 

Academic Enrichment

Richland College (DCCCD)

12800 Abrams Road

Dallas, Texas  75243 

Email: cluster@dcccd.edu 

Tel: (972) 238-6110          Fax: (972) 238-6290
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